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Welcaning Messages

Welcoming Remarks to the First International Language Assessment Conference in Armenia
(ILACA)

Dr. Haroutune Armenian, President
American University oArmenia

The American University of Armenia welcomes to Yerevan the
participants of the First International Language Assessment
Conference in Armenia and the region.

As a relatively new university, the American University of Armenia
has proven its quajitand standards through the WASC accreditation
process. Beyond knowledge and competencies, it is important that we
develop a focus on providing our students amdduates with the
ability to impact various sectors of society.

We are moving towards an endnere the student has multiple options

of gathering knowledge and skills using a variety of media. Faculty
will gradually redirect themselves towards a role of guiding and
advising students towards the best of those learning resources and the
assessmentf@ompetencies.

The American University of Armenia is an institution that is concerned with providing not
just the appropriate learning outcomes but also impacting the communities and society in which
we operate. Eventually, whether it is through its gedds or the generation of new knowledge,
the Universitybés impact on society wild./l be by
implementation on a variety of levels.

| thank you all for your participation in this most important event and yasha stimulating
conference.



Dr. Antony Kunnan, Dean
Department of English Programs

American University of Amenia

| want to welcome all of you who have come from many different
parts of the world to the first International Language Assessment
Conference in Armenia. This is an unprecedented event which it is
our hope will make a positive impact on Armenian aegional
practices in language assessment. | would especially wish the
thank Dr. Haroutune Armenian and Dr. Lucig Danielian for the
help and encouragement they have given to DEP so that this
conference could come about. Many members of the AUA
administation are also to be thanked for their help. | would also
like to thank Dr. Hossein Farhady and Dr. Robert Agajeenian along with the students of the
Department of English Programs for the successful organization of a conference of this
significance. Theyhave managed to bring together some of the most important scholars in the
field of language assessment in the world who are at the cutting edge of assessment research, and |
am sure that you will find the entire event extraordinarily interesting. 1wl that | could be

there with you to share in this wonderful enterprise!




Hossein Farhady, Associate Dean
Department of English Programs

American University of Armenia

A message from the conference chair

It is with considerable pride that we are opening this conference. Some eight months ago,
when we started thinking about the conference, it seemed-fat¢hed goal due to financial
constrains, the geographical location of the venue, and the unpopular view of assessment in the
region. However, when there is a will, there is a hope.

The first step was to take advantage of one of
assessmentinvarous parts of the worldo. We prepared ¢
assessment workshops and thanks to Professor Purpura, then the president of ILTA, and other
board members, our proposal was approved and we were awarded the grant. Everesince w
received the grant, Professor Carolyn Turner, the President of ILTA, has been following the
development of the conference and encouraging us constantly. This grant increased our anxiety
level because we felt committed to holding the conference on thbamtk and we felt anxious

because of our limitations on the other. Of course, we could have had a small local workshop and
called it Ami ssion accomplishedo. However, It
international in scope and rich in conteas possible. So, we started multidimensional exploration

of possibilities. In one dimension, we approached assessment specialists and attempted to persuade
them to attend the conference, and in another dimension, we tried to get financial support from
different organizations.

While attending three conferences in a row in Denver this last March, in addition to presenting two
papers, | started a recruitment mission by inviting many distinguished scholars and friends. They
all encouraged me and promised support us. Jared Bernstein was the first to accept my
invitation to deliver a plenary talk without expecting any compensation for his travel or
accommodations. The second person was Jim Purpura who was planning to be at three different
places at the timof conference, but gave this conference priority. | would not have dared to dream
of having Professor Bernard Spolsky here. With histhatbughthe-year tight schedule, he
honored me and agreed to be here. My former colleague, Professor Zohreh Estarekas

A&M, agreed to be here despite her many commitments to other events. | cannot express my
gratitude to them in words.

Along with academic recruitment, | had another important mission, that of exploring sources of
financial support for the conferemdeyond the ILTA grant. | cannot help mentioning Eileen
Tyson, the chair of the award committee of ETS who unconditionally supported me by receiving
the ETS scholarship travel grant application despite my being overdue. | am thankful to her and
ETS awardcommittee members. Alister Vanmore, the director of the testing division at Ordinate



Corporation, a Pearson affiliate, where | worked for some time, Nick Saville, the director of
Research & Validation of the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinationsn®&falone, the
director of Promotion and Finance office of Canadian Academic English (CAEL) Assessment
from Carleton University, Canada, and Charles Stansfield, the president of Second Language
Testing Incorporated, with whom | have working closely in pgast, all contributed to this
conference being realized.

From local organizations, the US Embassy in Armenia made also ea generous contribution to the
conference. | have to thank the US ambassador for her support and Hasmik Michaelian for her
continuouseffort toward realization of this support. Liana Suksasyan, the director of the Lingway
Teaching Center in Yerevan, who joined us late but contributed very much, and Mr. Nazareth
Seferian from the British Embassy has been helpful by sponsoring-fietparticipants from
different places in Armenia. Thanks to Gayane Manukyan who persuaded some other local
business companies such as Federal Corporation and Vershina to provide financial assistance to
the conference. | am grateful to all.

| am deep} grateful to my Iranian colleagues, Dr. Kinai, Dr. Lachini, Dr. Marandi, Dr. Baghae,
Dr. Khanmohammad, Dr. Frouzandeh, Dr. Rezai, and other presenters who form a majority in this
conference. | would also like to thank participants from different countrigse region including

Iran, Georgia, the Persian Gulf countries, and Armenia and hope that they will find the conference
helpful in promoting language assessment procedures in their home countries.

Sincere thanks go to Dr. Armenian, the AUA presidefip wften thinks globally and always acts
locally. I cannot thank enough Dr. Lucig Danielian, the provost, who has always encouraged and
supported us in all our academic endeavors, especially in organizing this conference. The AUA
administration from top téoe has been extremely supportive. | regret the absence of Professor
Antony Kunnan, the Dean of the Department of English Programs here at AUA. He has supported
everybody but could not find the possibility financially to travel all the way from Hong Kong.

Last but not least, | would like to assure you that without the help of my colleagues and students at
the Department of English Programs, especially Dr. Robert Agajeenian, | could not have stayed
here. Almost everything has been accomplished by the Ditferdgs. They have been working

with me for the last six months 24/7. Though they do not need any acknowledgment since they
are the owners of this conference, | cannot escape some names for my own satisfaction. Rima
Aleksanyan, Arevik Aboyan, Sona Martgyan, Naira Stepanyan, Gayane Manukyan, Syuzanna
Gasparyan, Narine Varosyan, Mariam Karapetyan, Serine Poghosyan, Hasmik Vrshikyan, Nieri
Nikoghosian, Angela Balasanyan, Arev Kocharyan, Armine Dilbandyan, Hermine Gyozalyan, and
others have been instrumelntaorganizing and implementing this conference. | am sure they will

be proud of themselves as | am proud of all of them.

| would like to finish with a word of apology. This is our first attempt in running a conference of
such a large scale here at the EDBVith the limitations we have, despite our best efforts, you
might experience some inconveniences since our best may not be enough to satisfy you. Please
forgive me for any shortcoming since | alone am responsible for all the ills. | just hope that you
will find the conference fruitful and leave us with pleasant memories.

Thank you.



Banquet and Tours

Banquetat "P a r v a restaarant

A banquet is planned in a fine restaurant \aitheautiful opeir courtyard and wonderful
Armenian music.

Time: 20:00- midnight
Date: July 3, 2009
Address:Hrazdan Gorge, Yerevan , Armenia

Tours
There will be two major tours: one afternoon taod one fuliday tour.

1. Afternoon tour to Garni and Geghard

Geghard("spear”) is an ancient Armenian monastery, partly
carved out of the mountain. Accorditgtradition, the
monastery was the depositary of one of the relics of the
Armenian Apostolic church: the spear that one of the Roma
guards had used to pierce the side of the crucified Christ.

The fortress of5arni combines elements of Hellenistic and
national culture and is evidence of ancient influences and tr
distinctive building traditions of the Armenian people.

2. Full-day tour to Lake Sevan Dilijan , Haghardzinand
Goshavank

Those who are interested in exploring historical sites in Arrr
are encouraged to take the poghference tour planned for Ju
5th. Our recommendation is a eday tour to visit the following
places of special intest in Armenia Lake SevanDilijan,
HaghardzinandGoshavank
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ILACA 2009 Program Overview

Wednesday, July 1

Location

9:30-10:00 Workshop registration PAB, Department
of English
Programs(4™
floor)
10:00612:30 | Workshop 1 James Purpura Room 414W at
Teaclers College, Columbia University PAB
Assessing Grammar
12:30 14:00 | Lunch Buffet AUA Cafeteria
14:0016:30 | Workshop 2Purya Baghaei Computer lal®d
Islamic Azad University, Mashad Branch at AUA Main
Fundamental Measurement with the Building
Rasch Model
16:3017:00 | Tourof Paramaz Avedisian BuildingPAB)
Thursday, July 2
9:009:30 Onsite registration Alex and Marie
9:3010:00 | Opening Ceremonies: ManoogianHall at
AUA Provost Welcoming Address PAB, AUA
Conference Chair Report
10:0010:45 | Plenary t&k 1: Bernard Spolsky
Bar-llan University, Jerusalem, Israel
Modernizing Language Assessment
10:4511:15 | Coffee break (Compliments of
Cambridge ESOL)
Session chair 1: Gayane Manukyan
11:1511:45 | Invited Speaker:1Kourosh Lachini
Qatar University
Evaluation Methods in Research
11:4512:15 | Paper presentation Elham Foroozandeh
Teacher Trainer and Researcher
Evaluation of the MA TEFL Program in
I[ran
12:1513:30 | Lunch Buffet AUA Cafeteria

Session chair 2: Syuzanna Gasparyan
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13:30:14:00

Invited SpeakeP: S. Susan Marandi
Al-Zahra University

Bridging the Gap among Language
Testers: Introducing EFL Teachers to
Online Assessment

14:0614:30

Paper presentation Raurial Mehdi
American University of Sharjah

Using SelfAssessment for a Less Stressful
Learning Environment

14:36:15:00

Paper presentation Blajar
Khanmohammad& Maryam Osanloo
Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran
Development of a Rubric for Translation
Assessment

15:0615:30

Coffee break (Compliments of
Cambridge ESOL)

Session cha 3: Serine Poghosyan

15:36:16:00

Paper presentation #kena Gyulazyan
American University of Armenia

The European Language Portfolio in the
Armenian Learning/Teaching Context

16:06-16:30

Paper presentation bBlamed Barjesteh &
Mohammad Bagher Khatib

Islamic Azad University, Ayatollah Amoli
Branch

Reduced Redundancy Testing: A Viable
Alternative to the Use of Achievement

Tests?

16:3G-17:00

Paper presentation @4adi Farjami
Semnan University

The Change Iranian ELT Needs:
Evaluation Supported Standadi Based
Language Teaching

18:0622:00

Afternoon tour toGarni andGeghard

Friday, July 3

9:00-9:30

On-site registration

9:30- 10:15

Plenary talk 2James E. Purpura
Teachers College, Columbia University
A Learning-Oriented Approach to
Assessing Gammar in Classroom
Contexts

Alex and Marie
ManoogianHall at
PAB, AUA

Alex and Marie
ManoogianHall at
PAB, AUA
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10:1510:45

Paper presentation Amir Mahdavi
Zafarghandi & Masoud Khalili Sabetma
University of Guilan

Foreign Language Assessment and Foreig
Language Development

10:4511:15

Coffee break (Compliments of Carleton
University)

Session chair 4: Rima Aleksanyan

11:1511:45

Invited speaker 3Annie Brown

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, United Arab Emirates
Assessing Interactional Competence
through Paired Tasks

11:4512:15

Paper presentation BlosseinSiahpoosh
Ardabil University of Medial Sciences
Test-Taking Strategies of High and Low
English Achievers

12:1513:30

Lunch Buffet

AUA Cafeteria

Session chair 5: Naira Stepanyan

13:30:14:00

Invited Speaker 4Zohre Eslami
Department of Teaching, Learningnd
Culture, Texas A&M University
Assessing Second Language Pragmatics

14:06-14:30

Paper presentation3: s 6 haaq AKk
University of Qom

Investigating the Interaction between
Vocabulary Breadth, Depth, and
Academic Vocabulary for ESP/EAP
Learners

14:3G-15:00

Paper presentation 8epideh Rahimpour
Islamic Azad UniversitQuchan Branch
Pattern Types of Rater Bias in an EFL
Writing Performance Assessment

15:0615:30

Coffee break (Compliments of
Carleton University)

Session chair 6: Mariam Keapetyan

15:3G-16:00

Paper presentation kva Barta

Foreign Language Examination Center of
Budapest Business School, Hungary
Testt aker sd6 Listening
Sub-skills: A Retrospective Study

Alex and Marie
ManoogianHall at
PAB, AUA
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16:0616:30

Paper presentation &rman Abednia &
Mahsa Izadinia
AllamehTabataba'iUniversity

A Critical Appraisal of ILTA Code of
Ethics: Morality of Proximity or
Hegemonic Ethics?

20:0624:00

Banqu®Pdrvammd®d fiestaur a

Saturday, July 4

9:00-9:30

On-site registration

9:30- 10:15

Plenary talk 3Jared Bernstein

Linguistics Department, Stanfotdhiversity
& KnowledgeTechnologies, Pearson
Automatic Evaluation of Speaking in
Historical Perspective

10:1510:45

Paper presentation Hamid Ashraf
Islamic Azad University, Torbat.H

Questioning the Content Validity of iBT
TOEFL Speaking Test

10:4511:15

Coffee break (Compliments of Cambridge
ESOL)

Session chair 7: Sona Martirosyan

11:1511:45

Paper presentation Rhalil Motallebzadeh
Islamic Azad University

The Effect of StrategyBased Instruction
on the Improvement of IELTS Speaking
Scores

11:4512:15

Paper presentation Blasoomeh Estaji
Allameh Tabataba'i University
Interrelationship between Assessment
and I nstructielefsandTe
Practices toward IELTS Writing Task

12:1513:30

Lunch BuffetAUA Cafeteria

Session chaiB: Narine Varosyan

13:36 14:00

Invited Speaker 3Reza Kiani & Sarah
Jalali
Trabiat Modares University

Detecting Differential Item Functioning
through Two DIF Procedures: IRT and
Logistic Regression

Alex and Marie
ManoogianHall at
PAB, AUA
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14:0614:30

Paper presentation Abbas Ali Rezaee &
Enayat A. Sha'bani

University of Tehran

Gender Differential Iltem Functioning
Analysis of Dichotomously Scored Items of
the University of Tehran English
Proficiency Test

14:36:15:00

Paper presentation Blohammad Salehi
Sharif University of Technology

The Application of Differential Iltem
Functioning and Factor Analysis

15:0615:30

Coffee break (Compliments of
Cambridge ESOL)

Session chair 9Arevik Aboyan

15:36:16:00

Paper presentation Mohammad Forouzani
Islamic Azad University of Qom
The Need for a New Perspective in the

Present Trends of Language Testing

16:0016:30

Paper presentation Masoud Khalili Sabet
University of Guilarlran

The Impacts of Traditional Summative
Testing and Portfolio Assessment on EFL
Studentsd Motivatio

16:3G:17:00

Invited Speaker :6Antony Kunnan
California State Universityl.os Angeles

The U.S. Naturalization Test: Enabler or
Barrier to Civic Nationalism
(If technology permits for a teleconference)

17:0618:30

Closing Ceremony
Armenian National Dance

Sunday, July 5

9:00-20:00

Full-day tour toLake SevanDilijan,

Haghardzinand Goshavank

15



Abstracts

Workshop abstracts

Wednesday, July 1, 0 a.m.-12:30p.m.

Assessing Grammar
James E. Purpura, Teachers College, Columbia University
jp248@columbia.edu

Despite movements to downplay the role of grammar in second and foreign language classrooms,
language teachers have always known that grampnoardes a fundamental linguistic resource for
communication. They have also known that communicative effectiveness depends, to a large
extent, on a learner's grammatical knowledge and how this knowledge can be used to understand
or produce a range of litel and pragmatic meanings in language use contexts. As a result,
grammar and communicative grammar instruction have never ceased to be the mainstay of most
second and foreign language classrooms. The importance of grammar in second and foreign
language edcation has been further highlighted by the considerable body of research in SLA (e.g.,
Doughty & Williams, 1998; Doughty & Long, 2003; Byrd, 2005), showing that language learning

is enhanced when grammar instruction is both form and mebased and whetihe development

of a learner's explicit and implicit knowledge of grammar is emphasized.

While approaches to teaching grammar have evolved considerably since the 1960's, approaches to
grammar assessment have been varied. In some contexts, grammar exgséssnremained

firmly rooted in structural linguistics, discrepmint measurement, and dichotomous scoring
methods of the 1960s (Lado, 1961; Carroll, 1961). In other contexts, grammatical performance is
assessed impressionistically by raters scoring @neore components of language use. Still in

other contexts, grammar is assessed in two ways: explicitly through a range of selsptette

and limitedproductions tasks and implicitly through complex language use tasks.

The purpose of this workshopts question some the assumptions underlying a range of grammar
assessment practices. Participants will be presented with a number of grammar assessment tasks.
They will be then asked to examine these tasks from a number of perspectives including what
congruct is being measured (construct definition; construct representativeness), how it is being
measured (task design and authenticity); how it is being scored (scoring), and how the assessment
might be designed to represent and further learning.

RecommendkReading for the lecture and workshop

Purpura, J. (2004Assessing Gramma€ambridge : Cambridge University Press Chapters 3 and
4.
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Biodata- James E. Purpura is an Associate Professor of Linguistics and Education in the TESOL
and Applied Linguistic®rograms at Teachers College, Columbia University. He also serves as
the Director of these Programs at Columbia. Jim has taught courses in language assessment,
language program evaluation, pedagogical grammar, conversational analysis, and research design
in applied linguistics. He has a B.A. in French Language and Literature from Marietta College, an
M.A. in French Linguistics from the University of Colorado, and a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics
from UCLA.

J i nséhelarly books includeearner strategy usenal performance on second language tests: A
structural equation modelling approac{i999, Cambridge University Press) aAdsessing
grammar (2004, Cambridge University Press). He has also publishedamguage Testing
Language Learning, Issues in Appliethduistics,and has several articles in edited volumes. Jim
was the recipient of |l nternational Language
Language Testing Award. He is the Associate Editdrasfguage Assessment Quarterdyd is

the immediate Pasresident of the International Language Testing Association (ILTA). He has
been a longerm consultant for the Validation Unit of Cambridge ESOL. He served on the
Advisory Committees of the Test of Spoken English and the Committee of Examiners at the
Educational Testing Service in Princeton. He is principle investigator in creating the Oxford
University Press Oihine Placement Exam. Finally, Jim has lectured on language assessment
issues throughout the world.

Jim taught French for three years and ESL/E#L16 years (France, Spain, Iran, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and the U.S.). He was the Academic Director of the Binational Center (Institute of North
American Studies) in Barcelona for a number of years. Jim is Haaittmr of several ESL/EFL
textbooks On Target; In Charge)and achievement test books (all published by Pearson
Education).

17



Wednesday, July 1, 14:0016:30 p.m.

Fundamental Measurement with the Rasch Model
Purya Bagha, Islamic Azad University, Mashad Branch
puryabaghaei@gail.com

Psychometricians have always been concerned about the inadequacy of conventional methods of
testing in educational and psychological measurement. The most essential problem with which
they have been struggling for decades is the lack of invariaheeeasuring devices and the
dependence of person measures and item measures on tests and populations respectively. The
conventional measurement methods in educational and psychological testing, which are still
widely practiced, are either to count the menof tasks correctly answered by an individual or to
report in the form of a percentile score her standing in the population with whom she has taken the
test. The problem here is that the index that we get as the indicator of the ability of the person is
test and population dependent; with an easier test the individual becomes more able and with a
harder test less able; if the population with whom the individual is compared is smart then she
obtains a lower percentile, if the population is poor, a higiencentile. The present paper
introduces the Rasch model as a theory which solves measurement problems in the human
sciences.

Biodata- Purya Baghaei is an assistant professor in the English Department at Islamic Azad
University, Mashad, Iran. He holds al’in applied linguistics, language testing from Klagenfurt
University, Austria. His major research interest is Rasch measurement and its applications in
language test construction, validation and standard setting. He was a data analyst and validation
officer at Language Testing Centre, in Austria, which is responsible for the Austrian Standard
Project for English.

18



Plenary abstracts

Thursday, July 2, 10:0G 10:45 a.m.

Modernizing Language Assessment
Bernard Spolsky, Ballan University, Jerudam, Israel
bspolsky@gmail.com

The historical development of language assessment, starting with the Shibboleth incident in
the Bible, and continuing through the Chinese Imperial Examinations, the Medieval Treviso test,
the Jesuit 17 th century sabls, the French Revolution, the Indian Civil Service test in 19 th
century Britain, and the British primary school standards, all formed the basis of what is
sometimes called Traditional Testing, though each was defined for a different purpose. Just over
100 years ago, statisticians raised fundamental questions about the reliability of these methods of
measurement, showing their "inevitable uncertainty”. Modern psychometric testing (the multiple
choice test especially) attempted to correct this. These fastyed by governments and large
institutions and industrially available, are certainly fairer, but more recently, serious issues
concerning what is being tested, the misuse of test results and the ethics of testing have led to new
developments, aimingptproduce assessment that is fair to all, relevant to the use and purpose of
the instrument, cautious in interpretation, and efficient.

Biodata- Bernard Spolsky, a Past President of International TESOL and of the International
Language Testing Associatioand Professor emeritus in the English Department atll&ar
University has been Publications Director and Eéite€hief for Asia TEFL since it was founded.
Since his retirement in 2000, he has published two monogilagiguage Policy (2004and
Languag Managemenf2009 both with Cambridge University Press, for whom he is currently
preparing aHandbook of Language Policyand one edited collection with Francis Hilhe
Blackwell Handbook of Educational Linguisti(3008); he has also edited the 2009uwoé of
Annual Review of Applied Linguisti@sn the topic of Language Policy and Language Assessment)
and three edited collections of articles for the Asian TEFL; in addition he has published the usual
guota of articles and chaptersie received an Honona Doctor of Literature from Victoria
University of Wellington in 2008. He lives in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem,
around the corner from the Armenian Quarter.
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Friday, July 3, 9:30-10:15a.m.

A Learning-Oriented Approach to Assessig Grammar in Classroom Contexts
James E. Purpur@gachers College, Columbia University
jp248@columbia.edu

Largescale and classroom approaches to grammar assessment rooted in structural linguistics and
discretepoint measurement of the 1960s (Lado, 1%B&rroll, 1961) have served a number of
purposes quite well over the years. However, approaches to grammar assessment based uniquely
on the accuracy of linguistic forms may no longer support more dynamic and complex
understandings of how students repréggammatical knowledge at different proficiency levels or
of how learners are able to use grammatical knowledge to convey a range of literal and pragmatic
meanings (Purpura, 2004). Furthermore, grammar assessments in classroom contexts have
generally beeronceptualized with reference to some explicit or implicit model of communicative
language ability but have unfortunately not been linked to a model of second or foreign fearning
even though the most common goal of classrbased assessment of gramnsaioi provide
information to support learning.

In this talk, | will question the assumptions that underlie traditional grammar assessment and
assessment practices. | will first argue for a leararignted model of language assessnoaTd
that sitwates language assessment within both a model of language learning and language
proficiencyand | will show how grammar assessment can be designed with reference to grammar
processing. After that, | will argue for a model of grammatical ability that dedirssamatical
knowledge not only in terms of linguistic forms, but also in terms of how these forms encode both
literal and pragmatic meanings in situated language use. In the last part of talk, | will discuss a
range of methods for eliciting grammaticatlgsragmatic knowledge and for scoring grammatical
performance.

Biodata- James E. Purpura is an Associate Professor of Linguistics and Education in the TESOL
and Applied Linguistics Programs at Teachers College, Columbia University. He also serves as the
Director of these Programs at Columbia. Jim has taught courses in language assessment, language
program evaluation, pedagogical grammar, conversational analysis, and research design in applied
linguistics. He has a B.A. in French Language and Literature Mametta College, an M.A. in

French Linguistics from the University of Colorado, and a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics from
UCLA.

J i nséhslarly books includeearner strategy use and performance on second language tests: A
structural equation modeling appach (1999, Cambridge University Press) ardsessing

grammar (2004, Cambridge University Press). He has also publishedamguage Testing
Language Learning, Issues in Applied Linguistensd has several articles in edited volumes. Jim

was therecipign of | nternational Language Testing Ass
Testing Award. He is the Associate Editor banguage Assessment QuarterBnd is the
immediate Past President of the International Language Testing Association (ILTA). Beenas

a longterm consultant for the Validation Unit of Cambridge ESOL. He served on the Advisory
Committees of the Test of Spoken English and the Committee of Examiners at the Educational
Testing Service in Princeton. He is principle investigator in argdhe Oxford University Press
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On-Line Placement Exam. Finally, Jim has lectured on language assessment issues throughout the
world.

Jim taught French for three years and ESL/EFL for 16 years (France, Spain, Iran, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and the U.S.). Heas the Academic Director of the Binational Center (Institute of North
American Studies) in Barcelona for a number of years. Jim is tHattwr of several ESL/EFL
textbooks On Target; In Charge)and achievement test books (all published by Pearson
Educdion).
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Saturday, July 4, 9:30- 10:15 p.m.

Automatic Evaluation of Speaking in Historical Perspective

Jared BernstejriLinguistics Department, StanfordUniversity & Knowledge Technologies,
Pearson

jbernstein@pearsonkt.com

Speaking a second language nicely is both the core competence and the crowning jewel of second
language acquisition. Functional speaking and listening in adaegeiassroom is a reasonable
indicator that something is right, as reading and writing can surely be taught to people who speak
the language. If we accept the idea, in principle, that frequent appropriate assessment can be a key
element in instructionaleskign, then frequent appropriate assessment of speaking and listening
should be central to second language pedagogy. But it isn't; and it isn't because the traditional
methods are time consuming and often unreliable. This situation calls out for efciemtate
methods to evaluate speaking skills.

A speaking tesor instruction is different from apoken language tekir selection. In
selection, a spoken language test should measure expected performance over a whole domain of
language use. Famstructional use, a speaking test may be focused more exactly on the skills and
levels of performance defined in a curriculum. The history of automatic methods for evaluating
speaking will be reviewed in this context. First, | illustrate and explaibdk& acoustic pattern
matching methods that are used to evaluate-sfy$peaking and return scores of pronunciation
quality and phonological fluency. These methods are extensions of speech recognition technology,
which have clear applications in prowidi formative feedback for instructierthey make fine
speaking tests. However, the application of these-sfyfgeaking methods in estimating spoken
language proficiency runs into limits that can be analyzed with reference to existing concepts of
spokenlanguage proficiency. Finally, more complete current automatic methods for spoken
language testing will be presented. A brief analysis of the strengths and limitations these methods
suggests the likely future directions of research and applicationswt@mated spoken language
tests.

Biodata-Jared Bernstein is a Consulting Professor of Linguisti&tatford Universitywhere he

has taught phonetics, applied linguistics, and language testi®.received a PhD in
psycholinguistics from th&niversity of Michiganin 1976, then spent two years apastdoctoral

fellow at MIT. As Principal Scientist (1983994) at the Speech Research Group in the Stanford
Research Institute (SRI International), his work focused on phonological foundations of speech
recoqition and applications in language education and prosthetic voice communication systems.
Dr. Bernstein cdounded Ordinate Corporation in 1997 and serves now as Chief Scientist at its
successor organization, Peardémowledge Technologies He has led tb design of automated
spoken language tedts several languages, as wellagomated testsf reading skill in English.

He is an author of four patents and over 100 research repadsniputational linguisticsspeech
synthesis and speech systemsngireering He was a Rackham Prize Fellow Michigan was
awarded two Senior Fulbright Lectureships, and has taught English in Iran and linguistics in Egypt
and Argentina.
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Invited Speakers

Thursday, July 2, 11:15-11:45 a.m.

Evaluation Methods in Researb: Foundation Program at Qatar University Case
Kourosh Lachini, Qatar University
klachini@gmail.com

This presentation is intended to provide both background on the ideas and theories, which
underpin educational evaluation, and practical guidance on hoplato and undertake an
evaluation. It will also argue the case for evaluation being most effective when ametiiod
approach is adopted: in other words, an approach that draws on a variety of perspectives on
evaluation and also employs a range of redeatrategies and techniques to gather different forms

of data. The presenter will attempt to briefly discuss ways of defining and explaining evaluation,
models and approaches to evaluation, models of change which have emerged from evaluation
studies, resmrch strategies and techniques which are employed in evaluation, and practicalities of
planning and evaluation. Any discussion on evaluation needs to address the issue of how far
details of general aspects of research methods should be included. Irstiduigan information

will be included about key research strategies and techniques, as these are central to the planning
and design of an evaluation, but to exclude material on aspects of research methods. Thus, matters
to do with the detail of designing search instruments (questionnaire, interview schedule,
observation schedules) and data analysis are not included in this presentation. This presentation
will conclude with the evaluation of the Foundation Program at Qatar University, which is
currently inprocess by the presenter as a representative case of program evaluation. The ultimate
purpose of this evaluation is to provide legitimate answers to the following questions: What
works? How does it work? How can it be made to work better?

Biodata- KouroshLachini, PhD in TESOL, has been teaching English as a Foreign Language for
the past 25 years at different levels of education from junior high school to PhD levels in different
countries of the world. He has also extensively published and presented &chlhternationally

in the fields of language testing and assessment, linguistics, and English language teaching
methodology. His areas of interest lie in Discourse Analysis, Learning Strategies (Metacognition),
Testing and Assessment, Critical ThinkiRhilosophy of Language, and English Phonetics and
Phonology. Dr. Lachini is currently a faculty member of the University of Qatar where he teaches
academic and research paper writing to students of all disciplines. He is also supervisor of Test
Item Qualiy Analysis.
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Thursday, July 2, 13:30- 14:00 p.m.

Bridging the gap among language testers: Introducing EFL Teachers to Online Assessment
S. Susan Marandi, Adahra University
susanmarandi@yahoo.com

While many language assessment experts are ambitsusiyg at highstakes computeadaptive
language tests, it is a fact that the majority of language teachers lack thddwoand confidence

to create or even administer a simple compbgsed test. However, as online learning becomes
increasingly commoand whole academic degrees are being offered through the Internet, learning
how to create and utilize online assessment tasks is imperative. For this reason, the present paper
intends to serve as an introduction to the basics-agsessment in TEFL. Guidees will be

provided for eassessment practices, and several -trerdly tools for developing and
administering computebased tests for teachers with limited computer knowledge will be
introduced. These tools include but are not limited to Easy TesteM RubiStar, and Hot
Potatoes.

Biodata - Susan Marandi holds a PhD in TEFL from the University of Tehran, and is currently
assistant professor and head of the English DepartmentzZahdh University in Tehran, Iran,
where she has established a THHWD program, and where she teaches various undergraduate,
graduate, and postgraduate class&sme of her current interests are language assessment, e
assessment, and Compufessisted Language Learning (CALL), and she has supervised
numerous theses onetde topics, as well as establishing and teaching the first and only CALL
class in Iran. She has presented at various national and international conferences, and was
awarded a scholarship to World CALL 2008 in Japan for her GAdlated achievement®n a
personal note, her main hobbies are reading, figure skating and swimming.
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Friday, July 3, 11:15- 11:45 a.m.

Assessing Interactional Competence through Paired Tasks
Annie Brown, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Uitedd Emirates
abrown@hct.ac.ae

Interactional competence can be defined in terms of how speakers structure and sequence their
speech, and how they apply tuaking rules. It can also be defined in terms of how speakers
collaborate and support their intetanal partner to caonstruct the spoken performance. This
concept of interactional competence has led to critiques of more traditional interview formats of
speaking tests, and support for paired or group candidate tasks, both4scRlyeesting coakts

in classroorrbased assessment.

While early research into paired or group interactions tended to focus on the impact of candidate
features, such as personality, proficiency, or gender, on the interactional partners' performance and
assessment, morecent research has begun to explore what it is that makes paired interaction
truly different from interview performance. Studies have focused not only on the nature of the
discourse produced, but also on the nature of the criteria that can be used totprdgtional
competence.

This paper reviews some of the recent literature in this area, focusing particularly on explorations
of the nature of interactional competence displayed in paired tasks, on how raters orient to
assessments of interactional congmee, and on methods of scale development for such
assessments

Biodata- Dr Annie Brown is Associate Director for Assessment and Professional Development in
the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, United Arab Emirates, where she
manages exams used for school exit and university entrance and a professional development
program for high school English teachers. Prior to this she was Deputy Director of the Language
Testing Research Centre at the University of Melbourne, where, iticaddo conducting
numerous research projects she was involved in the development of a range of tests. Dr Brown has
a PhD in language testing from the University of Melbourne (which was the winner of the 2004
Jacqueline A. Ross award for most outstan@h® on language testing) and has published widely

on assessment. She serves on the Editorial Boards of Language Assessment Quarterly and
Assessing Writing, and has also served on the Executive Board of the International Language
Testing Association.
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Friday, July 3, 13:30-14:00

Assessing Second Language Pragmatics
Zohreh R. Eslami, Departmeaot Teaching, Learning, and Culture, Texas A&M University
eslamir@yahoo.com

With a gradual increase in efforts at assessing pragmatic ability in recent tyeaes,have
emerged various paradigms for how to carry out the assessRragmatic ability has been

referred to as the ability to deal with meaning as communicated by a speaker/writer and interpreted
by a listener/reader. It involves the ability to immet people's intended meanings, their
assumptions, their purposes or goals, and the kinds of actions (for example, requests) that they are
performing when they speak (Yule, 199648 Because of its highly contextualized nature,
assessment of pragmatiasvolves significant tension between the construction of authentic
assessment tasks and practicality. Social context must be established and learner responses are
often productive, so simulations of real world situations and scoring by human raters would b
ideal, but they are also very costly.

In this presentation, | will first give a brief description of L2 pragmatics, followed by a review of
some of the assessment instruments for L2 pragmatics. | will then discuss some of the persistent
issues of testop pragmatics, especially the use and misuse of discourse completion tests (DCTS),
and highlight issues in testing sociopragmatics. | will also briefly explore the role of agency,
subjectivity, and identity preservation in L2 pragmatic assessment. Sonegiratassroom

based assessment strategies will be proposed which promote pluralistic norms of behavior in the
target community through the discussion of various community interpretations, as well as through
the use of researdimsed information about howpeech acts are actually realized. The
presentation will conclude with some suggestions for future research and practice in the area.

Biodata-Zohreh R. Eslami has a Ph.D. in Second Language Acquisition and Teacher Education
from the University of Illinos at Urbana&Champaign. She is currently an Associate Professor in
ESL education in the Department of Teaching, Learning, and Culture at Texas A&M University
where she teachers ESL Methodology, English in international contexts, and Assessment of ELLS,
at both graduate and undergraduate level. She also has a joint appointment with Texas A&M
University at Qatar in the Liberal Arts Program. Dr. Eslami has been involved in ESL/EFL/and
EAP teaching and ESL/EFL teacher education from both national and inteedgi@rspectives

for more than 15years both in the U.S. and overseas. She is one of the faculty members involved in
the collaborative primary teacher education program between Texas A&M University and Qatar
University. She is currently involved in a 3 ysaesearch project investigating the educational
reform at Qatari elementary schools.

She is interested in applications of sociolinguistics to ESL/EFL teaching and learning;
communication and variation in language use; assessment of L2 pragmaticangotage and
instructional pragmatics.Her published work includes articles and book chapters on language
teaching and teacher e dueffedey, langyuage BEeArRing stiatEdies, t e a ¢
second language learners pragmatic developmentcuttieral and instructional pragmatics, and
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t eacher s6 andHes publidadong appear m gourmals sush Beingual Research
Journal, ESP across Cultures, Asian EFL Journal, Journal of Asian Pacific Communication,
Intercultural Pragmatics Jarnal, English Language Teaching (ELT) Journal and TESLOEJ.
Eslami served as the guest editor of a special thematic issti€SIf EJon pragmatics and
language learnindgshe is currently serving on the editorial boardadrnal of Linguistic Research
(Isfahan University)Jranian EFL Journal, Iranian Journal of Applied Linguisticsnd serves as
reviewer for several other journals.
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