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“Tobacco or Health”
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Venue: Yerevan State Medical University
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1st Conference on “Tobacco or Health” 

May 31, 2010

The Yerevan State Medical University and the American University of Armenia are organizing the first “Tobacco or Health” conference in Yerevan, Armenia on May 31, 2010 to celebrate the World No Tobacco Day.  This event is taking place within the framework of the Yerevan State Medical University 90th anniversary events.  

The Conference aims to bring together medical and public health students, faculty, clinicians, public health professionals from Armenia and Diaspora to discuss the mounting evidence on health effects of smoking, health professional’s responsibility in countering the smoking epidemic in Armenia and the strategies to reduce the burden of smoking on the society through a comprehensive tobacco control strategy.  

The one-day conference will cover medical and public health aspects of tobacco use and outline future strategies for a greater role for health professionals in preventing tobacco-related diseases, disability and death in Armenia.  

Agenda 

Welcome (10:00-10:45)
Gohar Kyalyan, Rector, Yerevan State Medical University 

Haroutune Armenian, President, American University of Armenia

Ara Babloyan, Chair, Parliamentary Committee on Health Care, Maternity and Childhood  

Public Health/Policy session, global tobacco control strategies and implications for Armenia (10:45-12:30)  
Moderator: Elizabeth Danielyan, Head of the WHO Country Office for Armenia
Speakers:

G. Connolly, Chair, Division of Public Health Practice, Harvard School of Public Health (Video address)

F. Stillman, Co-director, Institute for Global Tobacco Control, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

L. Nanushian, Expert on Health Policy and Legislation, Parliamentary Committee on Health Care, Maternity and Childhood  

A. Bazarchyan, Tobacco Control Projects Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Armenia

N. Movsisyan, Tobacco Control Projects Manager, Center for Health Services Research and Development, American University of Armenia

D. Petrosyan, Research Associate, Center for Health Services Research and Development, American University of Armenia

Break (12:30-13:30)
Smoke-free hospitals: an opportunity for a healthier future (13:30-14:30)
Moderator: Robert Bagramian, Dean, College of Health Sciences, American University of Armenia

Speakers:

F. Stillman, Co-director, Institute for Global Tobacco Control, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, “Ending smoking at Johns Hopkins Hospital”
R. Sedrakyan, Head Nurse, National Oncology Center after Fanarjyan
H. Sainyan, Deputy Director, Erebuni Medical Center

S. Sargsyan, Head of the Department of Methods, Institute of Child and Adolescents Health, Arabkir Medical Center
Coffee Break (14:30-14:45)
Clinical issues: Smoking as a Major Risk Factor (14:45-16:15)
Moderator: Gevorg Yaghjyan, Associate Dean, Yerevan State Medical University
 Speakers:

M. Z. Narimanyan, Associate Dean, Yerevan State Medical University
M. R. Ohanyan, Associate Professor, Department of Family Medicine, Yerevan State Medical University; Co-director, “Family Medicine Academic Union” NGO
H. M. Manvelyan, Chair of Neurology Department, Yerevan State Medical University
H. S. Sisakyan, Chair of Internal Medicine Department No1; Head of Cardiology department, University Clinic No1, Yerevan State Medical University
A. Azizyan

R. Bagramian, Dean, College of Health Sciences, American University of Armenia

K. Abelyan, Reproductive Health and Family Planning Specialist, USAID Project NOVA2 

Coffee Break (16:15-16:30)
Smoking cessation: What Doctors Can Do? (16:30-17:30)
Moderator: Michael Narimanyan, Associate Dean, Yerevan State Medical University
Speakers:

A. Bazarchyan, Tobacco Control Projects Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Armenia

N. Movsisyan, Tobacco Control Projects Manager, Center for Health Services Research and Development, American University of Armenia

Munk, Director, Armenian branch of ADRA

Kh. Gasparyan, Chair of Medical Psychology Department, Yerevan State Medical University
E.F. Ellerbeck, Chair, Preventive Medicine and Public Health Department, Canzas University Medical Center (videoconference)
Conclusion:

Memorandum on future strategies on smoking prevention and control:

Smoke-free hospitals 

Integrate tobacco education in medical curriculum

Endorse smoking cessation guidelines

Endorse WHO code on tobacco control for medical professionals
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