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Role of Engineers in Rural Armenia
A panel discussion to identify 
thesis and project opportunities for students


* * *
Vardan Urutyan, Director, International Center for Agribusiness Research and Education (ICARE) Byron Crape, Assistant Professor, College of Public Health, AUA Artak Hambarian, Assistant Professor, College of Engineering, AUA Alen Amirkhanian, Lecturer, College of Engineering, AUA (Moderator)

Three faculty members, two from the AUA and one from ICARE, who have extensive experience studying or working in rural areas, will make 10-minute presentations each about the engineering-related project and research opportunities in Armenia's rural areas. The topics will include energy generation, water supply and management and irrigation schemes (such as drip irrigation, etc.), waste management, hydroponics, anti-hail systems, zero-tillage technologies, and fruit-picking machines. There will also be focus on engineering solutions that have positive impact on public health.

Dr. Vardan Urutyan is the Director of ICARE in Yerevan and an Adjunct Associate Professor at the Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University. He has his PhD in Economics, Yerevan State University of Economics Diploma in World Economics, Yerevan State Institute of National Economy Certificate in Finance, Risk Management and Agribusiness from the University of Guelph in Canada.

Dr. Byron Crape is an Assistant Professor at AUA's College of Public Health and is the Masters in Public Health Program Coordinator. He has received his PhD from the Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Crape has been a consultant to AUA's Turpenjian Rural Development Program in identifying and soliciting investments into the country's rural areas.

Dr. Artak Hambarian is an Assistant Professor at AUA's College of Engineering. His interests include issues related to product life-cycles, heuristic scheduling, renewable energy, solar hot water and photovoltaic applications, as well as topics in semiconductor technology. Dr. Hambarian has been a consultant to AUA's Turpenjian Rural Development Program in identifying and soliciting investments into the country's rural areas.
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	Time:
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The seminar is open to the public
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