Rural Development in Armenia

3rd Annual Conference, May 29, 2009
AUA Business Center

American University of Armenia 

Turpanjian Rural Development Program

9:30 - 10:00

Registration, Lobby
10:00 - 11:00

Opening Session

Haroutune Armenian

President, American University of Armenia



Keynote Speaker

Aristomene Varoudakis

Country Manager, World Bank Armenia

11:00 - 11:15

Coffee Break, Conference Hall Annex 

11:15 - 12:45
Panel 1:  Quality Control



Moderator:  Gevorg Goyunyan, TRDP Executive Committee, AUA

Heifer's Experience with Quality Control in Rural Armenia 
Vahe Sardaryan, Program Manager
Heifer Project International Armenian Branch office

Assessment of Risk in the Armenian Food Industry
Karina Grigoryan, Director
FoodLab NGO
Micro-franchising in Rural Communities
Varazdat Karapetyan, President

Gegharkunik Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Things That Go Wrong and How to Prevent Them: Is Quality Control 

Important in Rural Businesses?
Byron Crape, Assistant Professor

AUA College of Health Sciences 

Discussion
12:45 - 13:45

Lunch, Conference Hall Annex

13:45 - 15:15

Panel 2:  Engagement of Businesses in Rural Communities



Moderator:  Rubina Ohanian, TRDP Executive Committee, AUA
Ashtarak Kat: Case Study in Social Responsibility
Rafik Muradyan, Deputy Executive Director

Ashtarak Kat

Leveraging IT Readiness in Shirak Marz
Avetik Yessayan, CEO

Shirak Technologies

Building Homes in Villages: The Micro-Business of Partner Families Supported by Habitat Armenia
Irina Vanyan, Executive Director
Habitat for Humanity Armenia
Discussion

15:15 - 15:30

Coffee Break, Conference Hall Annex

15:30 - 16:00

Panel 3:  Closing Session 

Haroutune Armenian, AUA

Discussion

Posters and materials of organizations participating in the conference are on display in the Conference Hall Annex.
