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Armenia, Turkey, Borders

 and Woodrow Wilson’s Arbitral Award:

A Legal Assessment on the 88th Anniversary of the Decision

by

Ara Papian

Abstract of the Presentation


Hundreds of books and thousands of articles have been written about the 28th President of the United States and the 34th Governor of New Jersey – Woodrow Thomas Wilson.  However, almost nothing has been written on his very important role in the political history of Armenia and Armenians. This lecture will deal with President Wilson’s involvement in the fate of the first Republic of Armenia (1918-1920). It will focus on the historical background, legal aspects and political implications of Wilson's Arbitral Award  (November 22, 1920),  officially entitled:  “Decision of the President of the United States of America respecting the Frontier between Turkey and Armenia, Access for Armenia to the Sea, and the Demilitarization of Turkish Territory adjacent to the Armenian Frontier.”

About the Speaker

Ara Papian was the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Armenia to Canada (2001-2006). Prior to his appointment to Canada, he was the Spokesman and Head of Public Affairs Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Ara Papian successfully graduated from the Department of Oriental Studies of Yerevan State University (1984) and completed a postgraduate degree course of studies in Armenian History at Yerevan State University (1989). He graduated from the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Federation (1994, Moscow), from NATO Defense College (1998, Rome) and completed a course in Public Diplomacy in (1999, Wilton Park, UK).
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