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Ani: The Fabled Capital of Armenia

By
Dr. Lucy Der Manuelian 

Professor of Armenian Art and Architectural History

 in the Department of Art History at Tufts University.

Abstract of the Presentation
The once-glittering city of Ani served as the royal capital of Armenia from the tenth to the eleventh century. Known as the city of a thousand and one churches, it survived in splendor until the fourteenth century. Its ruins rise to view like some deserted Camelot and are perched on a triangular plateau in eastern Turkey protected on all sides by massive battlements and steep gorges. The surviving monuments of this romantic ghost city are among the handsomest structures of the medieval world and stand upon the lonely landscape as the silent witness to the medieval culture of Armenia - the bastion of Christianity which contributed much to Western civilization in literature, art, architecture, and science. The slide talk will tell the story of this fabled capital of Armenia and describe its unique churches, palaces, and monasteries. Among them is the Cathedral of Ani completed in 1010 by the queen of Armenia and built with architectural features which appear a century later in the Gothic architecture of Western Europe.

	Date:
	Tuesday, July 8, 2008

	Time:
	18:00

	Place:
	Small Auditorium, 5th floor AUA




The seminar is open to the public
American University of Armenia


Papazian Library


 


Pap�
�









