The College of Engineering and the Student Council of the American University of Armenia present:

A public meeting and simultaneous chess match with Grandmaster Vladimir Akopian

Friday February 18, 2011

5:00 PM

AUA Room 308E (Paramaz Avedisian Building)

preceded by:

Qualification Chess Tournament

Saturday February 12, 2011

12:00 Noon

Schedule:

Qualification Tournament:

On February 12, at noon in room 314W of the Paramaz Avedisian Building a rapid-chess tournament (10 min + 5 sec/move) will be organized at AUA to select the players who will qualify to play in the simultaneous match against GM Akopian to be held on Feb 18.  The tournament is open to AUA students, faculty, staff and alumni.  Please register for the tournament by 6:00 PM on February 10 by sending an email to student_council@edu.aua.am confirming your desire to participate.  You will receive an email on February 11 confirming your participation with more specifics about the tournament.

Main event:

On February 18 at 5 PM in room 308E of the Paramaz Avedisian Building, GM Akopian will hold a question/answer discussion session where he will take questions from the audience.  At 6 PM in room 306E, he will play a simultaneous match against members of AUA’s faculty/staff/students/alumni who qualify from a qualification tournament held the previous week (see above).  Both the discussion and entrance to watch the simultaneous match are open to the public. 

Bio:

GM Vladimir Akopian has been a fixture on Armenia’s national chess team since its inception in 1991, perennially at the helm against top opponents on board one or two, and has led the team to Olympiad Gold Medals (in 2006 and 2008) and various other medals and accolades in World, European, and Club championships.  The only player in history to earn three consecutive World Junior titles, (World Champion under-16 in 1986, under-18 in 1988, and under-20 in 1991), Akopian reached the final round of the FIDE 1999 World Championship in achieving the best of his many, many individual accomplishments.  Akopian is also a renowned chess composer, trainer, and friend to the rest of the young players on the Armenian team, as its elder statesman.

