“Predict the Verdict”
Rules to have fun by…

I. Why play?
Beyond theory, the practice of law is the study of prediction.  Every client wants to know what they risk if they engage in certain conduct.  Will the police arrest?  Will the prosecutor prosecute?  Will the business partner sue?  What will the judge decide?

On one level, attorneys apply rules to facts to predict the outcome of any past or future conduct.  However, behind every rule lies a policy – the purpose of the rule, the social goal that the rule is meant to achieve.   The purpose behind a rule transcends borders, jurisdictions and cultures.   Rules from different jurisdictions might be written differently, by seek to achieve the same purpose.  And underlying every purpose are certain social values – efforts to balance the needs of the individual with the needs of the community.  Understanding policies and values is the essence of comparative law, and it is a necessity in today’s globalized world.  

In times past, attorneys learned about what was hidden beneath the rules through apprenticeships and experience.   But today’s students don’t have time for that.  That is why we play “Predict the Verdict”!  Its fun, and its real-world experience in law wrapped up in a game.
II. How to play

Teams of 3 persons compete against other teams.  Two teams spare at a time.  When it is a team’s turn, a fact pattern from a real court case is given to the team.  The team has 1 minute to review the facts, consult and answer with their prediction of what the court will decide about the case.  Correct answers are awarded 1 point.  Incorrect answers earn 0 points.  The team with the most correct answers at the end of the round wins the round.
III. Participants
1) Undergraduate students from public and private universities in Armenia, and who are interested in law, are eligible to participate.

2) Each university can present up to two teams of three participants each.  Mixed teams of students from different universities are also welcome.
IV. General Rounds
1) In this round, the cases will be divided into 2 categories: criminal prosecutions and civil suits.
2) 2 teams are randomly selected to compete against each other.

3) A coin toss will decide which of the 2 selected teams goes first.
4) The teams will take turns choosing a category, after which the host will present a court case belonging to that category.
5) In alternating fashion each team is presented with 5 cases to predict.  The team which predicts the correct verdict the most often wins the round.

6) In case of a tie, cases will be presented from a more difficult selection of cases until the tie is broken.  

V. Run-Off Rounds

Run-off rounds follow the same format as the General Round described above, except that teams can no longer choose a category and cases are presented randomly .

VI. Final Round
1) The two teams that won the most rounds will advance to the final round. 
2) During the final round, a maximum of 6 cases will be presented and team members will individually predict the verdict of the cases presented.  In alternating fashion, 1 member from the 2 teams will step forward to predict a verdict without the assistance from their team.  30 seconds is given to each individual to read and understand the case and to predict the verdict.

3) If an individual does not answer in 30 seconds, the individual from the other team can choose to predict the verdict of the pending case or ask for a new case.

4)  In case of a tie, a Blitz Round will be held.
a. During the Blitz Round, each team will select one representative to participate in the round.

b. Each representative will sit at a separate desk and will be handed a sheet of paper with a blank check list numbered one to five.  

c. After announcing the start of the Blitz, the host will present 5 random cases, allowing for only 10 seconds between each case and at the end for contestants to write their answers on their papers.
d. Papers will then be collected and graded by adding the number of correct answers for each contestant.

e. In case of a tie, a new blitz round will be conducted.
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