Predict the Verdict
Sample Materials
* Game participants only need to answer FOR or AGAINST and are not required to give the reason why.
	Topic
	Case Summary
	Verdict *

	Criminal
	A young mother who suffered a psychotic break down was convinced that her 3 year old son was possessed by Satan.  While at the neighbor’s house the mother beat the son to death within the neighbor’s sight.  Although horrified, the neighbor did nothing to stop the mother.  The mother was charged with murder.  The neighbor was charged with child abuse.  Did the Maryland Court rule FOR or AGAINST the neighbor?
	FOR the neighbor because she was not legally responsible for the child.

	Civil
	Paul offered to help Vinnie with some construction on Vinnie’s house in exchange for Vinnie’s old car.  They agreed and Paul said he would take the car before the end of the weekend.  In the meantime, an antique car collector saw the car and offered Vinnie 1.800 USD for the car.  Vinnie agreed and took the money.  Later, when the collector came to take the car, Paul had already taken it to his house.  The collector asked Paul for the car, and when Paul refused, sued in court for the car.  Did the court rule FOR or AGAINST the collector?
	FOR the collector because Paul had not yet given any money or consideration while the collector had

	Criminal
	A woman shopping in a grocery store had placed several items and her purse in the grocery cart.  A store employee also saw her put items in her purse.  The store manager confronted her and she was charged with larceny.  In her defense she insisted that she had not taken the items out of the store and that she had intended to pay for them.  Did the court rule FOR or AGAINST the woman? 
	AGAINST the woman because her actions showed intent not to purchase the items and hiding the items constituted taking them away.

	Civil
	A famous actress staring in a touring play discovered she was pregnant and used the “Act of God” clause in her contract to cancel it.  The producer was forced to stop the show and used the “Act of God” clause to cancel the contracts of the remaining actors without paying them two weeks of severance pay, which otherwise would have been required.  The actors sued for the severance pay.  Did the court rule FOR or AGAINST the producer?
	The court ruled AGAINST the producer and required him to pay the 2 weeks of severance pay.

	Criminal
	Noah’s flower shop had been broken into 6 times. So Noah set up a shot gun to fire automatically at the back door and put up a sign stating “Warning – No Trespassing.”  An intruder was shot and killed by the gun and Noah was charged with voluntary manslaughter.  Noah defended that he had only intended to prevent any intruder from escaping and that the sign was a clear warning, so the intruder had assumed the risk of being shot.
Did the court rule FOR or AGAINST Noah?
	The court ruled AGAINST Noah because it is illegal for a property owner to use deadly force on trespassers.

	Civil
	A priest went to the hospital to visit a parishioner.  While walking to the room he slipped on wet wax on the floor.  He sued the hospital for his injuries.  The hospital defended that a person walking down the hall should watch for slippery areas especially because the smell of the wax gave warning.  Did the court rule FOR or AGAINST the priest?
	The court ruled FOR the priest and found that the smell of wax was an insufficient warning of danger. 


