The Mystery of AUA’s “Cap and Gown”
by Marine Fidanyan, LL.M.
Let me tell you a simple but true story about AUA’s “cap and gown”. Once upon a time, a post-graduate institution called AUA was established in Armenia. Many years ago my husband entered and successfully graduated from AUA’s faculty of Political Science. However, due to some circumstances he was not able to participate in Commencement Ceremony, and our 5-year old son, accompanied by me, received his diploma and became a part of that fabulous event. We were very proud of “our Dad”. Currently, he is the regional advisor for Eastern Europe and Central Asia at UNFPA, New York.  
Today I am graduating from AUA’s School of Law, and I guess you know the rest of my story… You are right, I am wearing the same “cap and gown”, which reflects some hidden power. I have been keeping it about 10 years…with unknown and inexplicable feeling. I kept it very carefully, in a very “safe” place, far away from any moths. I even took it with me twice moving from one apartment to another. I kept it because 10 years ago I knew that I would study at AUA, and after receiving this precious diploma I would start another important stage in my life – my professional career. I feel confident that within the coming years I will become a person who changed something in particular area of our life for the better.  For me AUA’s “cap and gown” is comparable to a black little dress. Wearing a black little dress in different events with different accessories every woman is sure that she is inimitable in her beauty, while AUA’s cap and gown is a “black little dress” for our minds, which will stay with us forever with no need to be ironed or washed. It will stay with us and serve as our guardian angel in everyday life, and will help us to become wise. Definitely, a “cap and gown” is not an essential cloth. This is something out of ordinary explanation. This is called a MYSTERY, which is intangible and invisible, a notion which taught us to think, to act, to criticize and to analyze everything, and be free. In a word, it taught us to surpass ourselves.
Eventually, what was my next step? You are right again. I keep the “cap and gown” for a second time, so that my son will wear it several years from now. Currently he is a first-year student of the one universities of Armenia, and after receiving a Bachelor degree in Economics he is planning to enter the MBA faculty of the American University of Armenia and on his Commencement Exercise he will be in the same “cap and gown”. 
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